UNT DALLAS · COURSE PLANNING GUIDE
Writing Intensive Course 
Course: 
	Purpose. This document is a planning tool for faculty designing or redesigning a writing-intensive course — one that uses writing as a central tool for learning, not only as an assessment mechanism, with multiple writing assignments, feedback, and revision. 
How to use. Review criteria below, which define high-quality indicators of this practice. Use the column to the right for elaboration and evidence, which will also serve to guide curriculum reviewers to locate evidence within the submitted syllabus, assignments, and any other relevant artifacts.



	Criteria
	Elaboration & Evidence

	1. Purpose Course Design
	

	1. The course includes a clear writing-focused learning outcome or purpose statement. 
1. Writing assignments are intentionally sequenced across the term, building from lower stakes to more complex writing tasks. 
1. Major writing assignments clearly identify audience, purpose, genre, and expectations. 
1. The course includes a meaningful amount of formal writing consistent with institutional writing-intensive expectations.
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	2. Writing to Learn
	

	1. Writing activities help students engage with, apply, analyze, or synthesize course concepts. 
1. Students use evidence appropriate to the discipline and assignment type to support claims and ideas. 
1. Informal or exploratory writing supports development of more formal written work. 
1. Assessment criteria evaluate understanding and use of course content, not only writing mechanics.
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	3.  Disciplinary Writing
	

	1. Students learn the conventions, genres, audiences, and expectations of writing in the discipline. 
1. Students engage with examples or models of effective disciplinary writing. 
1. Major assignments require students to practice discipline-relevant forms of communication. 
1. Students receive support that makes disciplinary writing expectations transparent and accessible.
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	4. Feedback & Revision
	

	1. Students receive formative feedback while writing is still in progress. 
1. At least one major writing assignment includes a substantial revision cycle. 
1. Students receive feedback from instructors, peers, or other appropriate readers. 
1. Students demonstrate how feedback informed revisions and improvements to their work.
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	5. Reflection & Transfer
	

	1. Students reflect on their writing process, feedback, revision, and growth. 
1. Reflection encourages students to identify strengths and areas for continued development. 
1. Students examine how writing choices influence the effectiveness of communication. 
1. Students connect writing learning to future academic, professional, civic, or personal contexts.
	Click or tap here to enter text.
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